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loved, and shows great kindness to the old house-dog,
that you know my poor master was so fond of. It
would have gone to your heart to have heard the
moans the dumb creature made on the day of my
master's death. He has never joyed himself since ; no
more has any of us. It was the melancholiest day for
the poor people that ever happened in Worcester-
shire. This being all from,

' Honoured sir, your most sorrowful servant,

4 EDWARD BISCUIT.' "

Sir Roger, it is easy to see, is drawn on the model of
the earlier Characters. These, which had begun as
impersonal portraits, came in the hands of Dryden
and Butler to be drawn from living originals ; and
under Addison and Steele they turned in the direction
of the novel. Sir Roger is an imaginary character, buV
he is far from impersonal. He is alive and goes about
his affairs; a very little more elaboration would make
him the central figure in a novel.

The Spectator contained much beside the Coverley
papers. Addison was an adept at a quiet satire which
was none the less effective for being gentle. He could
correct absurd new fashions as well as morals, and he
was the first writer to address women as much as men.
Here is a letter, purporting to be from the founder of
" an Academy for the training up of young women in
the Exercise of the Fan, according to the most fash-
ionable airs and motions that are now practised at
court." As Addison says, it sufficiently explains its
own intentions.

" The ladies who carry fans under me are drawn up
twice a day in my great hall, where they are instructed